
Unitary Patent
enforceable across all
UPC member states

Patents obtained 
via the National 
Route

Patents obtained through the EPO

Individual national
patents in non-
UPC member 
states obtained  
via the EPO

Individual national 
patents in UPC 
member
states obtained
via the EPO

Portfolio of national
patents

No change to
EPO pre grant
procedure or
representation

National route to
patents remains
open

European patent 
application filed at 
the EPO

Prosecution to grant

Within 3 months from grant:
Validation of the granted 
European patent in any EPC 
member states

Within 1 month
from EP grant

Within 3 months from
EP grant: Validation 
of the granted 
European
patent in non-UPC
member states

Alternative 1 Alternative 2


